
9th Grade Parent Night

James Bowie High School
August 13, 2025



Meet Your Presenters
Mark Robinson

Kaylin Brett Nicole Hepburn

Hallé Whittington

School Improvement 
Facilitator

Academic Director Lead Counselor

Principal



Assistant Principal Team

A - Che    Octavio Angel
Social Studies

Chi - Gel   Christian Burbank Shelton
Fine Arts & Health/PE

Gem - Lai    Crystal Keck
English & LOTE 

Lak - Or    Daniel Andreano
Science

Os - Smi    Amanda Pfeiffer
Math

Smo - Z    Paulette Walls
Special Education



Who do I contact for…?
Attendance - Amber Withycombe
Attendance or Discipline - Assistant Principal
Scheduling or Mental Health Support - Counselor
504 Coordinator -  Rebeca Gonzalez-Farias
Special Education Chair - Dion Vickers

Bowie.austinschools.org →Departments →Staff Directory

Main Office 
512-414-5247

} Find your child’s AP 
or counselor on our 
school website!





Keeping Bulldawgs Safe

Who is this guy?

In order to manage who and 
what moves on and off our 
campus, delivery services 
are NOT permitted.

Parents/guardians with an 
ID are permitted to drop off 
lunch or essential items in 
the front office.



Official Attendance 
Time: 10:30
Early Pick-Up

Must be before 
4:15 pm, 
please!



bowie.austinschools.org

The Bowie Star Newsletter 



Chromebook Update
● Bowie will re-distribute Chromebooks at Bowie during the 

first week of school to all 9th graders.

● Once Chromebooks are delivered, the expectation is that 
students bring their charged device to class daily.

● If you student needs an AISD issued Chromebook in the 
future, there is a Chromebook Checkout process detailed at 
bowie.austinschools.org > Students > Chromebook and 
Other Technology Resources



Parent 
Communication & Technology 

AISD Parent Help Desk: 512-414-9187
bowie.austinschools.org > Parents > Parent Technology & Communication Help



Some Thoughts 
About BLEND



Back-to-School Information



Orientation Events

● Aug. 18 Meet at the Tree

● Aug. 23 Bulldogs & Hotdogs

● Aug. 26 Back-to-School Night 



First Day of School
 



Block Schedule
● 90 minute classes
● A-Days = periods 1-4
● B-Days = periods 5-8

2025-26 A/B Calendar
● 40 minute lunch based on the 

student’s 2nd or 6th period 
class

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qPthWxSXaUj9qAXlPrSsK3VXirFwXExi_EKdTM3-7GI/edit?usp=sharing


Academic Supports



Flexible Instructional Time
● Every day after 1st or 5th period for 26 

minutes
● Participation is mandatory
● Opportunity to meet with teachers, receive 

tutoring, make up assignments following 
absences, review for exams, study, etc. 

● If not assigned by a teacher to a mandatory 
session, students choose a teacher’s session 
to attend. 



Tutoring 
Teacher/ Department Tutoring
● All teachers offer tutoring before and/or 

after school.
● Tutoring schedules in BLEND and 

classroom door. 
NHS Peer Tutoring 
● Google request form link coming soon!



Attendance 



Attendance 
Procedures 

● Students must be signed-in and 
out in the main office when 
arriving late or leaving early (no 
curbside meet up between classes 
or during lunch)

● It’s a large campus with limited 
office staff! Please allow plenty of 
time for the checkout process.

● NEW Send documentation for 
every absence at 
austinisd.org/attendance/report-absence

Attendance Clerk Amber Withycombe
bowie@austinisd.org



Exam Incentives 
➢ Excellent attendance allows students to replace their final exam 

grade for 1-2 courses with a higher semester average grade.

➢ To qualify, students must for fewer than 13 class period absences.
➢ Other than partial day doctor’s appointments (code MED), all 

absences are counted regardless of the reason. 



Get Involved!!
Bowie wants ALL students to find their passion and be connected!

Club Fair 2025
Friday, Sept. 5

Club booths will recruit in the courtyard during lunches.
A list of current clubs is available at bowie.austinschools.org→Students tab→Extracurricular activities

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CSZzR-8HvJ6LnV99RJMQo7YRrYStZ4heLTRkSuZXBYg/edit?usp=sharing




Parents get 
involved too! 

Join Bowie PTSA
$11.50 per parent 
$6.50 per student  

https://www.bowieptsa.org/join
http://www.bowieptsa.org


Bowie Counseling Department



Counseling Team



Our Role
Our role as school counselors is to provide academic, career, social, and emotional support 

to our students in order to guide them towards success. 

There is often a stigma that students only see their counselors for “schedule changes” or 
because they have “emotional issues.” We aim to change this view.

We meet with our students for a variety of reasons such as individual academic planning, 
crisis response, mental health support, college and career guidance, social support, 

four-year planning, etc.

 



How to Reach Us
Students

We uphold an open door policy. Students 
may stop by our offices before school, 
during lunch, or after school, or during 

class with teacher permission. 

If we are unavailable, students may email 
us or leave a note, and we will call them 

from class when we are available.

Parents
The best way to contact us is via email. We cannot 
accommodate walk-in appointments as we must be 

available to serve the needs of our students.
Please email or call your child’s counselor if you 

would like to set up an appointment.
Our information can be found on our website

bowie.austinschools.org→Departments→Counseling



Mental Health Support



Our Role
● Brief solution focused response
● Crisis response
● Resources for outside therapy or treatment
● LMHP (Licensed Mental Health Professional)

○ Brief Therapeutic Services 
○ Family Resources
○ We share our LMHP’s with the entire vertical community 

 



Graduation Requirements, 
GPA, and Class Rank 



AISD Prescribed Graduation 
Plan (26 Credits)

4 English Credits
� English I, English II, English III, and English IV

4 Math Credits
� Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Adv. Math

4 Science Credits
� Biology, IPC or Chemistry, 2 Adv. Sciences

4 Social Studies Credits
� World Geography, World History, US History, Government (0.5) and 

Economics (0.5)

2 Credits of a Language Other Than English (must be consecutive)
1 Fine Arts Credit
1 PE Credit
0.5 Health Credit
5.5 Elective Credits 



Endorsement Options
Students can earn one or more of the following endorsements:

● Arts & Humanities
● Business & Industry
● Public Service
● STEM
● Multidisciplinary

Endorsements are designed to encourage students to explore different 
career pathways and areas of study.  They may change them at any time and 
will likely earn more than one before graduation.



End-of-Course Exams
Students must pass five end-of-course exams:

► English I (9th grade)
► Algebra I (9th grade)
► Biology (9th grade)
► English II (10th grade)
► US History (11th grade)



Cumulative GPA
The numerical average of the points assigned to EVERY grade 
the student has earned.

► Based on ALL classes the student has taken (core, electives, 
etc., including high school credit in middle school)

► Advanced/ AP/ Honors courses are weighted on a 5.0 scale

► This GPA can be viewed in Naviance, but are NOT used to 
determine rank

► Appears on transcripts, sent to colleges

► New GPA’s generated after each semester.



Class Rank
A measure of student performance compared to other students in the 

class.

Based on 4 core subjects & LOTE
► Up to 8 semesters of English 

► Up to 8 semesters of Math

► Up to 8 semesters of Science

► World Geo OR World History, US History, Government & Economics

► Up to 4 semesters of LOTE

► Calculated after every semester in grades 10-12

► Official rank starts in Spring of 10th grade year

► Used to determine top 10% and quartiles for college admissions



Schedule & Level 
Changes



Schedule Changes
● To request a change, students should email the counselor and include their parent 

on the email. Please see allowable changes below:
○ Dropping or adding a performance based elective (sports, band, etc.)* 

Coach/Instructor approval required
○ Credit already earned through summer school, Garza, CBE, etc
○ Student is in the wrong class

● Please be patient- remember each counselor has around 450 kids
 



Level Changes 
Student-requested level downs: Students can request 
level downs (from Advanced/AP to Academic) at the 6 
week mark. We will send more information about the 
procedures as we get closer to this time. 

Student-requested level ups: Students can do this from 
August 19 - August 29 or at semester. They will need to do 
the summer work if any was required. 



Closing Remarks & Questions



Thank You!
We look forward to the 2025-2026 school year!


