
9TH Grade World Geography  

Academic World Geography Pre-AP World Geography 
Course Content 

Academic World Geography focuses on the relationships among people, 

places, and environments that result in geographic patterns on Earth. 

Students use methods of geography to analyze how landforms, climates, 

and resources have influenced history, patterns of settlement, and the 

cultural, economic, and political characteristics of world regions. This 

course will enable students to develop an understanding of and an 

appreciation for the diversity of people and cultures in the world today. 

Course Content 

Pre-AP World Geography covers the same content as Academic World 

Geography, but with an added emphasis on preparation for future AP courses.  

Higher level discussions, debates, seminars, and/or symposiums (at the groups 

and class level) are expected. Students are encouraged to find additional and 

alternative sources. In addition, students are given AP-style questions in quizzes 

and tests, and are expected to practice their writing skills in class. World 

Geography is a unique social studies course in that it is conceptual, based on 

global and local themes, and focuses on recent events.  

 

*Many students do not have a strong background in local and global events 

because their previous 6th grade World Cultures course is taught regionally. 

  

Goals & Objectives 

The primary goal is for our students to be knowledgeable and  global 

citizens in order to be active participants in society, current economic 

situations, and politics. All students are given challenging and problem-

based assessments that focus on 21st-century skills and collaborative 

workforce scenarios. We expect students to go beyond basic memorization 

of terms and learn to apply knowledge in real-world scenarios. 

 

Goals & Objectives 

While the goals and objectives align with Academic World Geography, Pre-AP 

also ensures to build college-level writing skills throughout the year, long-term 

collaborative projects, and higher-order discussions. 

 

Pre-AP students have an additional historical element for each unit to prepare 

them for the future AP World History course in 10th grade.  

Expectations & Assignments  

Assignments: Students will be required to complete a set of vocabulary for 

each unit, a sketch map assignment, and a major project that focuses on 

applying geographic knowledge, problem-solving, and social studies skills. 

The major tests (unit and map tests) are major projects and are part of the 

Non-negotiables. Students will receive an incomplete (I) for a grading 

period if they do not complete these assignments and/or projects. 

 

Assessments: Every unit will involve a quiz over the vocabulary, as well as 

a unit exam that will involve students writing responses to teacher-selected 

non-negotiable  questions, and multiple-choice questions. Students will 

have to complete the terms quizzes, content quizzes, map tests, and unit 

tests. 

 

Grading Policy: The World Geography teams has applied the AISD 

initiative of Standards-Based Grading (SBG) for our BLEND quizzes 

(another initiative of the district is to use the online learning management 

system that is known as BLEND/Canvas). Students will be given access to 

quiz retakes (up to three per assessment.) 

Expectations & Assignments 

Assignments: Pre-AP students will be required to complete a summer 

assignment. Other assignments align with those in Academic World Geography, 

but each unit will contain a major regional focus, a historical element to align 

with future AP World History classes, and writing practices. 

 

Assessments: Unit assessments include a writing portion of AP-style writing 

that can include Short-Answer Questions and Document-Based Questions 

(maps, graphs, charts, etc.). In addition, AP-style multiple-choice questions 

involve analysis of primary and secondary sources and data, and application of 

these to content knowledge. All assessments are timed. 

 

Grading Policy: Same as Academic World Geography 

 



Sample Assignment  

Reading Guides include textbook selections and updated current articles. 

Sketch Map Assignments focus on a region of the world and a thematic 

historical element. Students are given freedom to display the information in 

a differentiated manner. Class time is given, but it is expected that students 

complete these for homework. Students must write in complete sentences a 

set of five non-negotiable short-answer questions – on test day, they are 

expected to answer ALL of the questions chosen by the teacher. 

 

Writing Examples 

1. Explain why latitude is the most important determining factor of climate. 

2. Identify and describe the climate of a particular region or location. 

 

1. Describe ONE common use of the land for suburban areas in a 

metropolitan area. 

2. Describe one reason why people move to urban areas. 

3. Explain one connection between climate belts and where most people 

live. 

 

Projects 

These are examples of the non-negotiable projects: 

 

1. Energy superhero 

2. Infrastructure Project  

3. Demographics and/or Population project 

4. Culture of Me and/or Religions project 

5. Create a Business Model; Shark Tank Project 

6. Nation-State project 

Sample Assignments  

In addition to the Reading Guides, Sketch Map Assignments, and Non-

Negotiables described in Academic World Geography, students are required to 

answer more in-depth, analytical writing prompts. 

 
Writing Examples 

1. Identify and describe TWO urban challenges faced by the Austin, Texas area today. 

2. Explain ONE of those challenges in depth and how it affects the city of Austin. 

 

1. How does the physical geography of a location influence how urban areas develop? 

2. Identify and describe TWO examples of how a city can respond to its physical 

location. 

 

Example DBQ Prompt 

Document 7: Hyde Park, Austin, Texas (restrictive covenant) 

 
1. What is one observation that you can make about this document? 

2. Why did some neighborhoods have these restrictions? 

3. Although these restrictions are not allowed today, how are there effects still 

felt today in urban areas? 

 


